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Story ideas for print and broadcast media

June 16, 1992
Contact: Rosemary Harty

FATHER KNOWS BEST?-- Forget about Murphy Brown. From Eddie's father to "Hello, Larry" and
today's "Empty Nest," through 40 years of television history, single fathers have headed households much
more frequently than they do in real life, according to a University of Dayton communication professor.
Thomas Skill, associate professor of communication, has compiled a 40-year data base of television
shows. Of the 532 television shows that focused on families from 1949 through 1989, nearly 18 percent
featured single fathers heading families, compared to only about 13 percent of single women in charge. TV
fathers of the '50s and '60s were always widowers, or their single status wasn't explained, Skill said. It
wasn't until the '70s that divorced TV dads began to appear with "Hello, Larry," a series that didn't last.
The 1980s fmally caught up with real life: five TV dads were divorced and five were separated.
Why more single dads when most single-parent families are headed by women? "It's a little bit
easier from a story-writing perspective. Dads are slightly easier to manipulate than a single mom," Skill
says. "Single dads are being thrown into situations where they're running a household, and they're probably
not very good at it."
Contact Thomas Skill at (513) 229-2037 or (513) 748-1374.
PAID TO FIGURE -- Five men and three women who are considering careers as mathematicians will
spend eight weeks at UD this summer, exploring new discoveries in mathematics -- and being paid for it.
The National Science Foundation Research Experience for Undergraduates pays students $2,500 stipends to
plunge into an area of math theory. Students have come from all over the country and include a Daytonarea undergraduate who now attends Bryn Mawr, said Harry Mushenheim, associate professor of
mathematics and director of the program. "Math isn't static-- it isn't all written down in books. There is
new math to be discovered," Mushenheim said.
Contact Harry Mushenheim at (513) 229-2106.
LAW SCHOOL POOL RISES AGAIN -- The University of Dayton School of Law this year recorded its
highest pool of applicants since the re-establishment of the school in 1977, said Chuck Roboski, assistant
dean for admission and fmancial aid. Roboski said 2,850 people applied; 650 were offered admission and
about 175 will enroll. This marks the fourth consecutive year of increased applications. Roboski said the
numbers reflect a national increase in the number of students trying to get into law school. Each year in the
U.S., 44,000 students begin their first year of law school. The UD School of Law has graduated more than
2,000 men and women who are practicing law throughout the U.S.
Contact Chuck Roboski at (513) 229-3555.
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